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PRESS RELEASE

“Conducting global standard Accreditation Course on Mediation at
Dhaka by BIAC is commendable” says Law Minister Barrister Shafique.

Thursday, 05" September 2013:

Law Minister Barrister Shafiqgue Ahmed stated that initiatives under taken by BIAC in
organizing global standard Accreditation Course on Mediation at Dhaka is commendable.
This training course will complement government’s efforts to implement recent
amendments in our laws making mediation mandatory. He was speaking at the concluding
session of the Accreditation Course on Mediation, organized by the Bangladesh
International Arbitration Centre (BIAC) and Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR),
UK from 26™ September 2013 at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel. He acknowledged that businesses
and investors require fast and effective tools for resolving disputes that may arise. In
keeping with the established practice in the developed and major developing countries, we
need to make our dispute resolution systems quicker, less expensive and business-friendly.
He maintains that mediation is less expensive, expeditious and conducive to maintain good
relationship.

Twenty two trainees in two groups from different professions participated in the intensive
training programme. At the end of the programme the participants will be assessed and
only successful participants will be accredited as mediators and will be recognized
internationally.

While presiding over the Concluding Session, Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Chairman of BIAC
and President ICC-B emphasized that trained manpower is essential to make ADR
successful in the country. The three business chambers: ICC-B, DCCI and MCCI have
established BIAC with an objective to facilitate the resolution of commercial disputes
through ADR. Our court system is already overburdened with cases, number of which is
increasing everyday- he observed. He expressed his gratitude to IFC for supporting BIAC.

Important statements were made by two participants Shireen Sheikh Mainuddin and Abdul-
Muyeed Choudhury. Among others, Andy Grossman, Director of CEDR, who came from
London for the training, BIAC’s Chief Executive Dr. Toufig Ali and Dr. Masrur Reaz of IFC,
Dhaka also spoke on the occasion. Dr. Toufig Ali requested the Law Minister to engage
Accredited Mediators from BIAC’s Panel by referring cases for mediation. Dr. Masrur Reaz
of IFC thanked BIAC for its pioneering role in institutionalizing ADR in the country.
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