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“Training in arbitration will contribute towards economic development of
the country” said Barrister Shafique Ahmed

Thursday 31 October 2013

Efficient dispute resolution mechanism in the country boosts confidence of businessmen and
investors and helps economic development of the country. As we have dearth of qualified
manpower trained in ADR methods specially arbitration, training programme in arbitration is vital
and critical, said Law Minister Barrister Shafique Ahmed. He was speaking as chief guest at the
Closing Ceremony of two-week long training programme in Arbitration organised by Bangladesh
International Arbitration Centre, in Collaboration with International Law Institute (ILI), Washington
DC from 20-31 October 2013 at Ruposhi bangle Hotel.

Law Minister stated that the Government is sincere and committed to seeing that cases are resolved
as soon as possible. He stated that he was already in touch with Government departments to
ensure that they use BIAC facilities for resolving their disputes. BIAC has already set very high
standards, which will attract domestic and foreign investors. He complimented the trainees and
stated that their participation will assist their companies in settling disputes out of courts.

Welcoming the guests, the BIAC Chief Executive Toufig Ali stated that the trainees from the
corporate houses and banks will go back to their companies and advise them in the modern
methods of dispute settlement — through arbitration and mediation. BIAC is ready to support
companies in the settlement of business disputes.

Kyle Kelhofer, Country Director of IFC said that the IFC is delighted to support BIAC as a most
effective institution. Arbitration and mediation through BIAC will reduce the cost of doing business
in Bangladesh. Carlos Davila of the International Law Institute (ILI) complimented BIAC for
choosing trainees who are very committed. A representative of the participants, Shahrina M
Choudhury thanked BIAC for arranging the training programme in arbitration.

H.E. Ambassador William Hanna, Head of EU Delegation, stated that the EU is working in three
broad areas: trade, development, and democracy and institution-building. He was delighted that the
EU support to BIAC is turning out to be effective. He also hoped that Bangladesh will soon be able
to climb out of the LDC category.

While presiding over the concluding ceremony, Rokia A. Rahman, President MCCI observed that
Bangladesh Courts are languishing with stockpile of cases. Our court system is not business
friendly. In such a situation, BIAC is trying to facilitate a business-friendly method of dispute
resolution by creating physical infrastructure and training manpower in arbitration. She thanked EU
and IFC for extending support to BIAC, and to ILI for training.

Eighty trainees, in two group of forty each, from different professions participated in the training
programme which was divided into two parts: Basic and Advanced. At the end of the programme,
participants were assessed and certificates were distributed.
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