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PRESS RELEASE

Bangladesh’s first-ever training program on Arbitration, organized by BIAC and
Washington-based ILI, concludes

Thursday, 17" January 2013:

Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC) and International Law Institute (ILI),
Washington DC, USA jointly conducted the country’s first-ever arbitration training
programme, from 13-17 January, at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel.

The Concluding Session of the Training was addressed, among others, by Chief Guest
eminent Senior Advocate & Jurist Barrister Rafique-ul Hug. “Delay and cost of court system
has necessitated evolution of ADR throughout the world” said Rafique. He appreciated the
role played by BIAC to institutionalize arbitration — a form of ADR. In this regard, he praised
the invaluable contribution made by International Finance Corporation (IFC) - the private
sector arm of The World Bank - for providing assistance to relevant public and private
sector institutions to successfully implement the recent amendments in our laws
encouraging resolution of certain types of disputes through ADR. He was delighted that
BIAC & ILI had conducted this training, which goes a long way in training a critical mass of
professionals conversant in Arbitration.

In his remarks, BIAC Chairman Mahbubur Rahman said that recent amendments in our
laws have made ADR mandatory in many areas. But to get results of these changes in our
laws we require trained ADR professionals in the country. This training programme,
organized jointly by BIAC and ILI, Washington DC will help meet the requirement of ADR
professionals in the country.

BIAC Chief Executive Toufiq Ali declared that the success of the arbitration training had
provided encouragement for advanced training in arbitration. Continuing, he stated that
BIAC would also provide training in mediation, which was a vital necessity as the laws had
been amended to make mediation mandatory.

IFC representative Masroor Reaz stated that IFC wants to see BIAC as a driver of ADR
reforms in Bangladesh. IFC is very happy and committed to support BIAC to create
necessary resources and infrastructure to sustain ADR in Bangladesh.

ILI Representative Carlos Davila and Ronan McHugh of the firm Bailey Law expressed
satisfaction with the performance of the trainees, and wished the country success in
implementing ADR reforms.

A total number of 65 trainees comprised of lawyers, engineers, accountants, bankers,
company executives and representative of civil society organization attended the
programme.

The Programme had been Inaugurated by the Hon’ble Law Minister on 13 January 2013.
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