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“Bangladesh is institutionalizing Arbitration”

Wednesday,12 June, 2013

“With conclusion of Training of Trainers on Arbitration by BIAC, Bangladesh goes a definite
step toward institutionalizing Arbitration in the country” said Law Minister Hon’ble Barrister
Shafique Ahmed while addressing as Chief Guest the Closing Ceremony of Training of
Trainers on Arbitration. With over 2.4 million cases pending in our courts, as at the end of
last year, and complex court procedures, foreign companies and investors feel unprotected
and discouraged to enter into commercial deals with Bangladesh, he observed. There is no
end to litigation. If the objective is to settle the dispute, the option is alternate dispute
resolution (ADR), he commented. Government has already made substantive amendments
in some of our major acts like Civil Procedure Code and Artha Rin Adalat Ain making
mediation mandatory. Government is now considering amending our criminal laws making
relevant sections in those acts amenable to ADR, he informed. He lauded the role of the
Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC) for promoting the cause of ADR in the
country.

The Training of Trainers was organized by BIAC in collaboration with International Law
Institute (ILI), Washington DC. The programme was supported by International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, Chairman, BIAC Council and President, ICC-B chaired the
function. In his speech he congratulated the participants for successfully completing the
ToT. Because, we require trained arbitrators and counsels to make our arbitration law
effective.

Dr. Toufig Ali Chief Executive of BIAC said twenty-five trainees attended this ToT. Most of
them are lawyers, either practising in the courts, or working with law firms, banks, or in
Universities. Those who qualify at this session should be able to conduct training sessions
on arbitration in future, he hoped.

This programme of Training of Trainers (ToT) on Arbitration, which commenced on 9™ June
2013 is the culmination of a series of trainings, namely, the Basic Training in Arbitration in
January, followed by Advanced Arbitration Training in February this year.

Representative of IFC Masrur Reaz, trainer from International Law Institute (ILI),
Washington DC David Branson and two trainees Manal Mohammed and Nabil Ahsan also
spoke.
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