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Dialogue on ‘Arbitration as an out-of-court dispute settlement tool:
Global experience and implications for Bangladesh’ organized by the
Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC)

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) plays a crucial role in resolving disputes. In
countries that are rapidly developing, such as in Bangladesh, it is vital that mechanisms
be developed to resolve business disputes quickly and fairly. The courts are generally
over-burdened with cases, and may not be the ideal channel for resolving such disputes
speedily. It is critical that alternative methods of resolving disputes — arbitration,
mediation & conciliation - be adapted for use in the country. Already, ADR has been
accepted and is being practiced, though on a limited scale. The legal framework
provided by ‘The Arbitration Act 2001’ has facilitated the process of adopting ADR
procedures in the country.

Facilitation of the acceptance and adoption of ADR in the country is fundamental to the
work of the Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC). It not only provides the
venue and rules for arbitration, but also helps to develop awareness and understanding
of ADR. As a part of its work programme, it has undertaken to arrange a series of
workshops, seminars and dialogues under the broad theme of “Arbitration in an
Emerging Economy”. The theme emphasizes that as Bangladesh joins the category of
emerging economies, it requires an appropriate arbitration mechanism that is appropriate
for such status.

BIAC has already successfully organized two dialogues, the first on the 14" of May
2011 on ‘Investing Across Borders’. The second dialogue was held on the 9" of July
2011 on ‘Court Interventions in Arbitrations: Assistance or Hindrance? The Dialogue on
20" September 2011 will address the topic: ‘Arbitration as an out-of-court dispute
settlement tool: Global experience and implications for Bangladesh’. The Keynote
Speaker is Nina Pavlova Mocheva, Private Sector Development Specialist, World Bank
Group at the Investment Climate Department of the World Bank Group, Debt Resolution
and Business Exit Product. She will present her view on the importance of arbitration
from an investment perspective, global arbitration practices and arbitration in
Bangladesh taking on the best international practices.

Dr. Arif Hyder Ali, will also be joining the dialogue via video conferencing. He is the
Chairman of Crowel & Morning's International Arbitration Practice. He is also an Adjunct
Professor of Law at Georgetown University, where he teaches international arbitration,
and an Honorary Lecturer and member of the Global Faculty of the University of
Dundee's Centre for Energy, Mining and Petroleum Law and Policy. He will talk about
how arbitration works and the preparations for arbitration.

Distinguished panelists from the legal and business community will offer their comments
on the subject. It is hoped that concrete ideas will emerge from the dialogue that will
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further ADR within Bangladesh. Since its inception BIAC has successfully organized
several arbitrations.

The Chairman of the BIAC Board is Mr. Mahbubur Rahman, while the Chief Executive is
Dr. Toufig Ali.
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