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Dialogue on “Arbitration at BIAC for settling commercial disputes held at
Chamber House, Chittagong.

Arbitration by resolving business disputes expeditiously helps emerging economy like
Bangladesh to take off and generates confidence to invest in Bangladesh. This was the
unanimous view expressed at a dialogue jointly organized by the Bangladesh International
Arbitration Centre (BIAC) and the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce & Industry (CCC&I) at
the CCC&l Conference Room, Chamber House, Chittagong on Saturday, 10 November
2012.

Hon’ble Ghulam Muhammed Quader MP, Minister for Commerce was present on the
occasion as Chief Guest. He observed that adversarial method of dispute resolution results in
buildup of cases in our courts and delays disposal. Government is therefore bringing about
changes in the laws to make ADR mandatory where possible. People should take full
advantage of these legal reforms and engage vigorously in businesses and other productive
activities, instead of spending valuable time and resources in litigation.

Mr. M A Latif M P, Member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of
Commerce and former President of CCC&I, prominent business leaders, industrialists, senior
lawyers, educationists, representatives of corporate houses, bankers, journalists were
present in the dialogue and participated in the deliberation.

Welcoming Hon’ble Commerce Minister and distinguished participants, Murshed Murad
Ibrahim, President of the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce & Industry underscored the
importance of Alternative Dispute Resolution for settling commercial disputes as a means of
advancing our businesses.

To address the theme “Arbitration at BIAC for settling commercial disputes”, Key note
speaker Dr. Toufig Ali, Chief Executive of BIAC described state of case disposal in our
courts, Bangladesh legal framework encouraging Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR),
establishment of BIAC as an institution for alternative dispute resolution, activities and role of
BIAC in building infrastructure and capacity in arbitration and mediation in the country.

Chairman of the BIAC Council Mahbubur Rahman, stated that there are roughly two million
cases pending before our Courts, of which 7 lac are civil cases. Many of these business-
related cases can be disposed of through arbitration, relieving the pressure on the judicial
system and helping business move speedily.

Distinguished participants from the business and legal community offered their comments on

the subject. Lawyers, Bankers and representatives of Business Chambers and corporate
houses

The Dialogue was moderated by BIAC Chairman Mahbubur Rahman.
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