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BIAC Dialogue titled “Relative Role of International Law and Domestic Law in 

International Commercial Arbitration” Held. 

28 January 2014 

Dhaka 

A Dialogue entitled “Relative Role of International Law and Domestic Law in 

International Commercial Arbitration” was held on Tuesday 28 January at a local hotel 

organized by Bangladesh International Arbitration Centre (BIAC). The keynote speaker at 

the Dialogue was the former Solicitor General of Australia Dr. Gavan Griffith, AO QC. 

BIAC Chief Executive Dr. Toufiq Ali welcomed the participants and requested Dr. Kamal 

Hossain to moderate the event.  Dr. Hossain observed that in international commercial 

arbitration, national law and municipal law play important roles. But all concerned need to 

remain careful so that these do not lead to unnecessary delay or enhance cost in resolution 

of disputes. 

In his keynote speech, Dr. Gavan Griffith took the audience through the evolution of the 

legal regime of international arbitration. In modern world, there is a clear preference for 

arbitration as the arbitration award is final and non-appealable, and enforceable in all the 

148 signatory countries of the New York Convention.  Parties have freedom to appoint their 

arbitrators. These provide comfort to parties in entering into contracts with foreign partners.  

Without these, parties will feel insecure or ask for a premium. On the other hand, efficiency 

in arbitration is related to prudence of the arbitrators, failing which international arbitration 

will experience regressive development.    

BIAC Chairman Mahbubur Rahman observed that our economy is developing very rapidly, 

bringing its businesses into close contact with the outside world.  Many foreign companies 

are now investing in Bangladesh.  This interaction with the business world outside will 

require Bangladeshi firms to be aware of the international laws and conventions that deal 

with commercial arbitration.  It is in this context that Dr. Griffith’s presentation is particularly 

valuable to us.   

Distinguished Jurists including former Chief Justices Latifur Rahman, KM Hasan, Syed JR 

Mudasser Hossain, Justice Awlad Ali, Barrister Rafiqul Huq, former Caretaker Adviser 

Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury, Ajmalul Hossain QC, former Attorney General Fida M Kamal, 

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud, and business leaders including Rokia A Rahman President 

MCCI, M Shahjahan Khan President DCCI, attended the Dialogue and participated in the 

deliberations. 
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weqvK †cÖm wiwjR                   28 Rvbyqvwi  2014 

  

ÒAvšÍ©RvwZK evwbwR¨K Aviwe‡Uªk‡b AvšÍ©RvwZK AvBb I ¯’vbxq AvBb Gi cvi¯úwiK f~wgKvÓ kxl©K 

weqvK msjvc AbywôZ| 

evsjv‡`k B›Uvib¨vkbvj Aviwe‡Uªkb †m›Uvi (weqvK) Gi e¨e¯’vcbvq g½jevi 28 Rvbyqvwi mÜ¨vq ¯’vbxq GKwU †nv‡U‡j 

ÒAvšÍ©RvwZK evwbwR¨K Aviwe‡Uªk‡b AvšÍ©RvwZK AvBb I ¯’vbxq AvBb Gi cvi¯úwiK f~wgKvÓ kxl©K msjvc AbywôZ nq| 

G‡Z g~j e³e¨ Dc¯’vcb K‡ib A‡÷ªwjqvi mv‡eK mwjwmUi †Rbv‡ij W: Mvfvb wMÖwd_ GI wKDwm| weqv‡Ki cÖavb wbe©vnx W: 

†ZŠwdK Avjx AskMÖnbKvixMb‡K ¯^vMZ Rvbvb Ges cÖL¨vZ AvBbRxwe W: Kvgvj †nv‡mb‡K msjvc Abyôvb mÂvjbvi Rb¨ 

Aby‡iva K‡ib| 

m~Pbv e³‡e¨ Abyôv‡bi mÂvjK W: Kvgvj †nv‡mb e‡jb †h AvšÍ©RvwZK Aviwe‡Uªk‡b Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi ¯’vb, RvZxq I ¯’vbxq AvBb 

¸iæZ¡c~b© f~wgKv cvjb K‡i| Z‡e Gi d‡j hv‡Z Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi gva¨‡g we‡iva wb®úwËi e¨q I mgq e„w× bv cvq †m e¨vcv‡i 

mswkøó mK‡ji m‡PZb _vKv cÖ‡qvRb| g~j e³‡e¨ W: Mvfvb wMÖwd_ msjv‡c AskMÖnbKvixM‡bi m¤§y‡L AvšÍ©RvwZK Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi 

AvBbx KvVv‡gvi weeZ©b Zz‡j a‡ib| wZwb e‡jb †h AvaywbK wek¦ we‡iva wb®úwË‡Z Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi cÖwZ SyK‡Q; Kvib Aviwe‡Uªkb 

GIqvW© we‡iv‡ai P~ovšÍ wb®úwËi wbðqZv †`q, G GIqvW© Gi weiæ‡× †Kvb Avcxj P‡j bv, Aviwe‡Uªkb GIqvW© ‡Kvb †`‡ki 

†fŠMwjK mxgvi evB‡i wbD BqK© Kb‡fbkb G ¯^vÿi`vbKvix 148 wU †`‡ki †h †KvbwU‡Z ejer‡hvM¨| G Qvov Aviwe‡Uªk‡b 

cÿØq Aviwe‡UªUi wb‡qv‡M f~wgKv cvjb Ki‡Z cv‡i| G welq¸‡jv weev`gvb cÿ¸‡jvi Rb¨ ¯^w Í̄`vqK we‡kl K‡i †Kvb cÿ 

hw` Ab¨ †`‡ki n‡q _v‡K| we‡iva wb®úwËi G e‡›`ve¯Í hw` Kvh©Ki bv _v‡K †Kvb cÿB †m †`‡k †jb‡`b ev Pzw³ m¤úv`‡b ¯^w Í̄ 

†eva K‡i bv; hw`I K‡i _v‡K †mRb¨ Zviv †mev ev c‡Y¨i AwaKg~j¨ `vex K‡i| Ab¨w`‡K Aviwe‡UªUiM‡bi `ÿZv I wePvi 

Áv‡bi Dci Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi DrKl©Zv wbf©ikxj| Ab¨_vq Aviwe‡Uªk‡bi Aebgb NU‡e e‡j wZwb gšÍe¨ K‡ib| 

weqvK Gi †Pqvig¨vb gvneyeyi ingvb Zuvi e³‡e¨ e‡jb †h Avgv‡`i A_©bxwZ `ªæZ Dbœqbkxj| Gi d‡j Avgv‡`i e¨emv evwb‡R¨i 

mv‡_ ewn©we‡k¦i Nwbô †hvMv‡hvM NU‡Q| A‡bK we‡`kx †Kv¤úvbx evsjv‡`‡k wewb‡qv‡MI GwM‡q Avm‡Q| Gi d‡j evsjv‡`‡ki 

e¨emvqx‡`i evwbwR¨K Aviwe‡Uªkb wel‡q AvšÍ©RvwZK AvBb I Pzw³ wel‡q AewnZ _vKv Riæix n‡q c‡i‡Q| 

cÖL¨vZ AvBbÁ, e¨emvqx †bZ…e„›` Ges Mb¨gvb¨ e¨vw³ eM© G msjv‡c AskMÖnb K‡ib, hv‡`i g‡a¨ wQ‡jb evsjv‡`‡ki cÖv³b 

cÖavb wePvicwZ jwZdzi ingvb, †K Gg nvmvb, ‰mq` †R Avi †gv`v‡m&mi †nv‡mb, wePvicwZ AvIjv` Avjx, e¨vwi÷vi iwdKzj 

nK, ZË¡veavqK miKv‡ii cÖv³b Dc‡`óv Avãyj gyC` †PŠayix, AvBbRxwe AvRgvjyj †nv‡mb wKDwm, mv‡eK GUb©x †Rbv‡ij wd`v 

Gg Kvgvj, †g‡UªvcwjUvb †P¤̂vi Ae Kgvm© A¨vÛ BÛv÷ªxi mfvcwZ †ivwKqv AvdRvj ingvb I XvKv †P¤̂vi Ae Kgvm© A¨vÛ 

BÛv÷ªxi mfvcwZ †gvnv¤§` kvnRvnvb Lvb| 

 


